
Question: 

Is the Tower of Babel possible or only myth? 

a. Your answer before the class of “Reinforced Retaining Wall Design”! 
b. Your answer after the class of “Reinforced Retaining Wall Design”! 

Answer: 

 

Before the class of “Reinforced Retaining Wall Design” 

I think that the tower has been constructed in the past centuries. As cited in Holy Quran, the 

Islam Holy Scrip, “Pharaoh said, "Haman, build for me a tower, that haply so I may reach the 

cords, the cords of the heavens, and look upon Moses' God; for I think that he is a liar." [Sura 

40:36-37]. As a Muslim, who believed that all the information given in Holy Qur’an is true and 

no doubt to accept the scrip, I believe that the tower has been constructed. However, in the Holy 

Quran said that the tower was erected by Hamam from firing clay. The erection was set in 

Pharaoh dynasty as cited in Holy Quran as follows: 

“And Pharaoh said, "Council, I know not that you have any god but me. Kindle me, Haman, a fire upon 

the clay, and make me a tower, that I may mount up to Moses' god; for I think that he is one of the liars." 

[Sura 28:8,38] 
Ref. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tower_of_Babel#Qur.27an_and_Islamic_traditions) 

 

After the class of “Reinforced Retaining Wall Design” 

In archeology point of view, the precise site of the ancient Tower of Babel is a matter of 

uncertainty for there are remnants of several ruins in the region that are possibilities. Many 

writers, following Jewish and Arab traditions locate the Tower ruins at Borsippa (the “Tongue 

Tower”), about 11 miles southwest of the northern portion of Babylon (formerly a suburb of the 

city). Others identify the site with Etemen-an-ki (“the temple of the foundation of heaven and 

earth”), which is located in the southern sector of the city near the right bank of the Euphrates 

River. One or the other of these ruins may represent the archaeological “descendant” of the 

original Tower of Babel. (www.christiancourier.com/archives/babel.htm). The tower is possible 

erected by the Babylonians who have developed technology (canals, dikes, weirs, etc), farming, 

and arts better at that time (www.crystalinks.com/babylonian.html, 

www.fortunecity.com/victorian/statue/86/babel5.htm). However, modern day Tower of Babel ruins 

(on the outskirts of ancient Babylon-current day Iraq) are currently 150 feet above the plain with 

a circumference of 2300 feet (www.bibleprobe.com/babel.htm, 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/iraq/babel.htm). 

Figure at left is suspected as ruins of the Tower of Babel 

(“the temple of the foundation of heaven and earth). 

Based on the information given in the class, the height of 

the Tower of Babel is 90 m (295 ft) and the base is a 

square with about 95 m x 95 m. For the most common 

retaining wall, the foundation base is 0.6 ~ 0.8 of the 



height (H). So, for H = 90 m, then the minimum base with is 0.6 x H = 54 m. It can be 

concluded that the tower was possible to be constructed. And, the tower is possibly constructed 

in several terraces. As a comparison, in Indonesia, a slim-temple named Prambanan was 

constructed in 850 CE which 47 m in height (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prambanan). What does 

cause the Tower collapse? --- A possible reason is that the erosion of baked-mud bricks owe 

to water, wind, or rainfall as occurs at Sphinx Pyramid in Egypt 

(www.touregypt.net/featurestories/sphinx1.htm). However, until now, the construction method of 

the tower is still a mystery.  

 

 


